Dear Students,

Welcome to Marblehead Veterans Middle School. This booklet is designed to help you learn
about our school and the many opportunities we will offer to help you gain knowledge about
yourself and the world around you.

Our Middle School acts as a bridge between the upper elementary Village School and
Marblehead High School. Students can take core academic courses in language arts, social
studies, math, science, and world languages (French, Latin, and Spanish). Students also take
physical education and wellness throughout the year as well as one quarter each of art, music,
advanced technology, and science engineering. Our library media center offers instruction
through the curriculum and hosts an afterschool program three afternoons a week. We offer an
array of academic, arts, performance, and sports activities after school.

Middle school is a time to explore who you are and what you want to be. In addition to the
knowledge you will gain about the learning process, you must also learn the importance of caring
for and helping each other. Resolving difficulties with friends, learning how to balance the need
to be accepted with the importance of being true to oneself, setting personal goals and helping
others in our community and the world around us are topics addressed in our weekly advisory
program, student council, and afterschool programs.

We are looking forward to partnering with you to create a year of growth and understanding that
will foster an academic community where respect, collaboration, and excellence interconnect.

Elizabeth Moore
Principal



SCHOOL STRUCTURE

Teaming:

In keeping with the Marblehead Veterans Middle School philosophy and the Turning Points
report, Marblehead Veterans Middle School assigns students to teams that create communities
for learning. In the 7" and 8" grades, students are assigned to one of the two teams per grade.
The students will meet year long with Social Studies, Science, Language Arts, Math and Foreign
Language teachers. Quarterly they will rotate through a Physical Education/Wellness program
and a Unified Arts program.

Course of Studies:

Grade | Core Subjects Unified Arts Physical Education Other
Rotation Rotation
7&8 |- English - Art - Physical Education,
. - Wellness/Family &
- Math - Music Consumer Science
- Science - Technology meets throughout
- Social Studies - Science the year.
- World Engineering
Language:
Spanish,
French, or Latin
Advisory Program:
AEvery student needs at | east one tthedraupldto thlki | adul
with the student about academic matters, personal problems, and the importance of performing
well in middle grade school . 0

-Carnegie Council on Adolescent Development-

Our school has created an Advisory Program in which every MVMS teacher is an advisor to one
small group of students. Advisors monitor the academic, social, and emotional progress of their
advisees by regularly communicating with them.

Each student is assigned an advisor with whom he or she will meet two times per week. Topics

discussed by all grades during advisor meetings include goal setting, self-esteem, study skills,
decision-making, friendships, peer relationships, and becoming involved in o
afterschool clubs, sports, and leadership opportunities. Each advisory will also plan school and

community service projects.



MARBLEHEAD VETERANS MIDDLE SCHOOL

Welcome to

Our schedule is unique to Marblehead Veterans Middle School and has been recognized as a

mo d e |

by

Car n e g TueingRointg Bducating AaloieScents in the 21° Century.

The schedule below demonstrates our 6-period day including lunch and advisory/performing arts
(band, strings, and chorus) block. Students take seven courses. One course is dropped each
day through the seven-day cycle.

PERIOD DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3 DAY 4 DAY 5 DAY 6 DAY 7
A A A A A A B
1
8:0071 8:55
B B B B B C C
2
8:571 9:52
C C C C D D D
3
9:5471 10:49
D D D G G G G
4
10:517 11:46
E E
5 Dir. Study/Performing Advisory T EVERY Wednesdayand Thursday.
11:4671 12:10 | Arts T EVERY Monday, Communication Folder Dayis on Wednesdays
Wednesday, and Fridey
F F F F F F F
6 LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH
12:137 12:38
G G H H H H H
7
12:387 1:33
H I I I I I
8
1:3571 2:30




Why Everyone Loves MVMSé

Each student is a member of a core team i Red and Purple for grades 7; Blue and Green for
grades 8. Students on each team take heterogeneous classes in English, Social Studies,
Science, Physical Education/Wellness, and Unified Arts. A thorough placement process
determines accelerated, standard, or basic mathematics. Students may elect Spanish, Latin,
or French language study. In addition, some students are assigned curriculum support. This
may be in lieu of or in addition to world language. We offer an array of special needs
programs that are integrated throughout the regular program based on individual student
needs.

Each student is assigned to an Advisory Group where they build relationships and discuss
adolescent issues with their peers and a faculty advisor.

Adhering to Massachusetts State Frameworks, the English and Social Studies curricula in
grade 7 cover World Cultures and Literature and in grade 8 cover United States History and
American Literature. The curricula address reading, writing, thinking, viewing, and speaking
skills on all levels.

OQur |l ibrary media center offers programs throug
programs and through an after school enrichment program on Mondays, Tuesdays, and
Wednesdays.

Our math program, Connected Math Project, expands the concepts and skills developed

through our districtés successful Every Day Mat
solving modules in line with our district goals, our math program integrates literacy skills and

prepares students for higher level mathematics.

In our efforts to keep current with science, we have implemented the new Holt Science and
Technology series, which like our math program, is presented in modular units. This is an
interactive, laboratory-based, two year curriculum.

We offer students Spanish, Latin, or French beginning in grade 7. Foreign language study
meets daily, and, over two years, students meet the requirements to enter their second year
of foreign language study in 9" grade. Many of our students earn awards for the International
Foreign Language exams and qualify for honors level high school placements.

Unified Arts classes rotate quarterly. Students explore art, music, math and language art
literacy enrichment, and an advanced technology course.

Physical Education is integral to building healthy children. Throughout the year students take
physical education, wellness, and family and consumer science. In each of these areas,
students learn to balance competitive and team work while developing our themes of
commitment, citizenship, and connections.

Bridging the elementary and high school special needs programs, the middle school offers
therapeutic, language-based, academic skills, and cognitively delayed programs as well as a
full inclusion program.

After school clubs and programs in the arts, enrichment, student leadership, and intramural
and interscholastic sports prograame offered. (see listings on last ppge



SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

A variety of remedial and compensatory services are available through the special education

process. The goal of these services is access to the general education curriculum for students

with learning disabilities. Before a student is referred for a special education evaluation,

guidance counselors, teachers, and parents work together to identify specific strategies for a

student and teacher to try to ensure that the <cl a
these strategies do not support adequate progress, the child may be referred for a special

education evaluatonwi t h parent consent. Parents who initi:a
academic progress are encouraged to follow the same process. When the evaluation indicates

that a child has a disability, that he/she can not make effective progress in the classroom setting,

and requires specialized instruction, the team develops an Individual Educational Plan (IEP) to

specify services to address those needs. Services can be delivered by special education staff

working in a classroom or outside of the classroom. A variety of special education programs

have been developed to address specific needs.

Inclusion: Grades 7and 8

Committed to the philosophy of teaching students within the least restrictive environment, the
Middle School services the majority of its special needs students in the general education
program. With the cooperation and collaboration of the general and special education teacher,
students develop and strengthen specific skills accessing the curriculum. Instruction is provided
in learning strategies and organizational skills. Inclusion teachers, tutors and general education
teachers at each grade level collaborate to support the inclusion model.

Reading: Grades 7 and 8

For those students who need additional strategies in decoding, comprehension and fluency small
group or individual services are provided.

Speech and Language: Grades 7 and 8

Students with significant language learning disabilities are provided with direct service to address
their needs. The specialist also provides consultation to classroom teachers about the impact of
language processing difficulties on classroom performance.

TIDES: Therapeutic Interventions Designed for Educational Success: Grade 7 and 8

TIDES is a five day program for students in grades seven and eight who present with an
emotional and neurological disability. This program provides a comprehensive self-regulation
approach to education for students who need compensatory skills in academic, behavioral and
social domains. A classroom level system provides increased independence and access to
general education settings when students demonstrate the necessary social and academic skills.
Students, who would benefit from small group work, support for academic instruction, and social
skills instruction embedded throughout the day, could be appropriate for this classroom.



PACE: Personalized Access to Curriculum Everyday : Grades 7 and 8

PACE is a five day program for students in grades 7 and 8. PACE was developed to address the
comprehensive needs of students with developmental and neurological/ cognitive delays who
have a current level of instructional need below two grade levels. This program provides
functional and core academic instruction in content areas with opportunities to participate in
general education activities. All skills are developed through individualized lessons which embed
community and self-help skill development within functional academic lessons.

Language Based Programs: Grades 7-8

This program was designed to service students who possess significant learning disabilities in
the areas of reading and written language. The 7"/8" grade program provides daily practice of
learned skills though integration into mainstreamed science, math, and social studies classes.
The program focuses on specific skill-building activities to increase reading and written
language, as well as receptive, expressive and pragmatic language skills.

Academic Skills: Grades 7- 8

The program was designed to service students with below average intellectual potential in
grades 7-8 who were struggling to keep up with the demands of the regular curriculum.

Reading, language arts, math and social studies are taught within a smaller group setting where
the pace and presentation of the material are modified. The program focuses on the
development of written expression skills and reading comprehension strategies. The special
educator works closely with teachers to modify curriculum to effectively support students who are
in mainstream classes.



GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

MISSION STATEMENT (ASCA National Standards)

It is our mission to enhance and support the school learning environment and to assist all
students in achieving academic, social, emotional, and career success. With the support of the
school counseling program, students will acquire the attitudes, knowledge, and skills that
contribute to life-long learning to help them understand their self and others.. With major
consideration for prevention, intervention and assessment, school counseling services support
the strands of the state Health Framework: social and emotional health, safety and prevention,
personal and community health. The goals of the department are to enhance the educational
and social/lemotional growth of all students and to help identify and resolve individual student
difficulties.

PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT AND GUIDANCE ROLES

The MVMS School Counseling Program:

1
T
T
T
1

Is designed to meet the developmental needs of all students.

Supports studentsd academic, career, and soci al
Addresses the skills necessary for effective functioning in various life roles.

Encourages family participationinordertos upport childrenb6s academic

I's an integral part of every studentds total ed

The Counselor:
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Advocates for all students.

Provides individual/small group support for student or family concerns.

Monitors student academic progress.

Assists students to strengthen their self-perception and understanding and to seek
knowledgeably the services they may need.

Mediates in areas of conflict resolution and implements school-wide prevention/intervention
programs.

Helps students to understand themselves better by discussing with them their needs,
responsibilities, decision making, and choices.

Listens to students talk about their academic and personal concerns.

Works with students to improve their social interactions and emotional growth.

Helps students, parents, teachers, and administrators to deal with problems within the

classroom and surrounding school community that
advantage of the school ds educational opportuni
I s usual |l y t h elorfotbaothsevwernthtasd eighdhugrade remaining a constant in

his/her school life and developing a relationship with the student that will enable the

counsel or to supndivduadineedhe st udent &s

Team member of Special Education Team Meetings.

Team member of school SAT crisis team.

Chairs TAT meetings and oversees each studentbs



The MVMS School Counseling Program provides:

= =4 =4 =8 =8 -8 -89

Individual student academic schedules.

Scheduling for team meetings, and parent conferences.

Information to register and schedule new students.

Coordination and oversight of MVMS Advisory Group Program.

Scheduling for specific education evaluation team meetings.

Support for parent/teacher/student communications.

Referrals to community agencies to assist students facing personal or family concerns
outside the scope of the school counseling program.

Coordination and support to the school 6s

School Counseling Programs:

Transition planning for students entering Middle School and moving on to High School.

7" Grade:

T

Transition from an elementary school with two main teachers to a middle team with
seven teachers.

PTO,

1 Problem-Solving and Dealing with Stress, Study Habits, and Attitudes.

9 Social and Communication Skills, Respect for Differences.

8" Grade:

1 Decision-Making for Important Life Choices, Transition to High School.

1T Building Each Studentds Ninth Grade Schedul e.
1 Academic and Social Skills Counseling.

1 Understanding Different Perspectives and Mediating Conflicts.

10

S



HEALTH SERVICES

School nursing is a specialized practice of
being, academic success, and life long achievement of students. Healthy youngsters are better
learners. The school nurse helps students stay healthy so they can learn. Health Services
provided at school are:

Immunization surveillance

Medication administration

State Mandated health screenings including vision, hearing and postural
Nutritional, growth and development assessments

First aid and sick care for students and staff

Health education, resources for teachers in health related areas

Skilled nursing care and management for students with special health needs
Referral for health care/insurance

Counseling

Liaison between home, school and community resources

The school nurse is also a member of the Student Assistance Team, Crisis Team and School
Safety Team. All of these committees are important in keeping our students healthy emotionally
and physically. The School Nurse also co-teaches in the Health/Wellness and Physical
Education Classes, provides parent education programs, and offers nursing intervention four our
staffodos helbeing h and well

11
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

The mission of the Marblehead Language Arts Department is to provide a challenging curriculum
that enables students to read, write, speak, and think critically, effectively, and with personal
investment. Our goal is to create learners who apply and enjoy literacy throughout their lives.

The seventh and eighth grade language arts programs are designed to develop and improve
communication skills through reading, writing, poetry, grammar, vocabulary, spelling, public
speaking, technology, and study skills.

Reading selected for inclusion in the English program represents a full range of literary genres;

e.g., short stories, poetry, drama, fiction, non-fiction, and mythology. Seventh grade titles

includeThe Giver, A Midsummer, Thd Ousldérsdaad Matilda Bome. Cr i spi n
Eighth grade titles include To Kill a Mockingbird, Inherit the Wind, Night and Sunflower.

Vocabulary and grammar instruction are integrated with the study of literature and the process of

writing.

Oral expression and listening skills are developed through class discussion of literature and
writing, interactive writing groups, and/or drama activities providing students an opportunity to
practice, observe, and refine integrated language skills. Teachers expect students to achieve
increased precision, economy, and maturity in speech, academic discussion, writing, as well as
in reading and listening.

Writing is learned as a process: prewriting, writing, editing, and revising. The content of writing is

drawn from |iterature as well as fr oamma,t udent sé o
mechanical skills and Image Grammar are integrated in the overall process of learning to be

skilled writers. The fAsix traits of writingo are
assessment.

12



ENGLISH: GRADE 7

Key Goals Units/Topics Time Frame Activities Assessments Materials
Literature Strand
A | d¢he ehardcteristics |Core books: A Units o-flA Miessanson A Rubrics ATexts (classroom
of genres, using novels, AThe Giver by Lois Lowry |6 weeks authors, literary A Readi ng | |textbooks, novels,
short stories, myths, and A Mi dsummer | concepts, reading A Book t al k| andanthologies)
drama. Dream by Shakespeare strategies. -reports A Videos (
A Reflect on |A Greek and v A Literat ur ¢-presentations (oral and |films)
nonfiction readings. including Biblical stories. A Cl ass Uni tjwrtten) Visual s
AUse strategies of proficient A Dramatic HA Discussi ol|powerpoints,
readers. A IndependerlA MCAS t est |picture books)
A Respond t o |Supplements: A Unit creatfA I nformal Resour ce

language, imagery, form.
Aldentify the eight elements
of story.

ARecognize figurative
language within context.
ADevelop critical thinking
skills.

A Novels that
Middle Ages (Crispin, Door
in the Wall, Dove and
Sword, Mi dwi f
Apprentice, Sword of the
Rightful King, The Seeing
Stone, Matilda Bone,
Wizard of Earthsea)

-Shakespeare residency

A Quizzes,

materials
(dictionaries,
thesauri, etc.)

Ah®rt storie:
Lotteryo, fARa
Awayo, fAThe -¢
Tale Hearto,
Pawo, AThe Ve
Summer in a [
Man Upstairsc
Thunder o, ATh
Pedestri ano,
A Poetry
A Nonfiction
Composition Strand
A Use the 6 |Genres: A Writing|A Research (A Written w|AMyAccess
Processo incl |A Paragr aphs |integratedwithina |definition, information A Rubrics ALaptops
organization, voice, word Descriptive and Narrative) |unit or as an seeking strategies, A Pdiost f o A Write Tr
choice, sentence fluency, A Mpdragraph essay isolated unit. location and access,use |[A Presentat|/A Fol ders,
conventions, and Personal naA Writing |ofinformation, synthesis,|A Di scussi ol/A Flip che
presentation. A O perded response part of an inter- evaluation) A MCAS A Write Sc
A Write in a |MCASprep disciplinary unit. AUsing My Access for Almage Grammar
A Research an|A Poetry written work and MCAS A Student
(print and Internet) A Letters prep. A Internet
AEmphasis on non-fiction A Jnals r A Writing f«
writing. A Research purposes
AArgumentative (persuasive) Special e\
literacy. presentations
MCAS open
response
A Scoring ar
A Poetry
A Daily jour

13




Language/Word Study Strand

A Ma sightgparts of A Ongoing speA Vocab irA Haondeaband |A Qui zzes al/A Dictione

speech and sentence grammar, and vocabulary  |into curriculum grammar activities A Written wjthesaurus

patterns work (including homonyms, |A  Mlessansfor |A Daily | an¢A Wor ks heet Amage Grammar

A Grammar us a |synonyms & antonyms) grammar A Spelling ¢A M. A.P tesltext

and pronoun references) A Workboolk

A Punctuation A Write Sc

A ldentify an A Daily Or

root words, prefixes and Language

suffixes A Vocab &

A Phrases & ¢ composition through

A Sentence ty pleasurable reading

(declarative, interrogative, A Word of

imperative, exclamatory)

A Kinds of se

(simple, compound,

complex, compound-

complex)

Media/Presentation Strand

A Usi ngedimiorl t i A Technology |[A Ongoing |A Use IntertA Rubrics A Computer

presentation purposes cross-curricula to support research (Big 6). A self and |A Library
Usi ng t ec hn [literacy skills Creat e i nassessments A Internet

research (paraphrasing, group presentations A Rubrics

bibliographies etc.) and note- A Turnitir

taking

A Develop an
of plagiarism through the use
of technology

A Using onlin
processing, spell check etc.)
for drafting and editing
purposes.

14




ENGLISH: GRADE 8

Key Goals Units/Topics | Time Frame Activities Assessments Materials
Literature Strand
A Recotheni ze Core books: A Unistudy 3-® f AMini-lessons on AMy Access ATexts
characteristics of genres To Kill a Mockingbird, weeks authors, literary ARubrics A Vvi/wo s
using novels, short stories, Inherit the Wind, concepts, reading A Book tallA Visuals
and drama Night, Sunflower, and strategies. Bowl power point
ARead, analyze, and reflect |Friedrich ALessons on research A Report s |presentations,
on fiction, and nonfiction strategies in coordination |AOral/written picture books)
readings, Supplemental text: with the Media Specialist |presentations ALaptops
- Use cooperative themes AHouse on Mango St, and Social Studies Discuss|A Resourc:
and essential questions to Monster, Black Boy, department. A MCAS t e < materials
bridge the study of literature  |When | was Puerto A Cclass UnitlA I'nformal
to the Social Studies Rican, Great A Dr amat i c P|observations
Curriculum. Expectations, A Farewell A IndependenlA Quizzes

AUse strategies of proficient
readers.
A nalyze poetry finding

to Manzanar, Nothing but
the Truth
A Poetry

ACreative projects
ADifferentiated projects
AFilm analysis

ATests

rhythm, rhyme, imagery, A Short stor

meaning, figurative language,

and structure.

Composition Strand

A Ube fi6 + 1 1|Genres: A Wr ismash g AWriting for authentic A Written |AMyAccess
Processo incl (A Par agr ap h s|integrated within a unit purposes ARubrics AGoogle Docs
organization, voice, word Descriptive, Persuasive, |and may be an isolated |AUsing My Access for AMy Access ALaptops
choice, sentence fluency, Narrative, Reaction) unit. various genres and A Portf ol i|ABlogPage
conventions, and A M-pdragraphessay |A Wr i t i ng ma|MCAS prep A Pr esent ¢Awiki Page
presentation. (narrative, expository, an inter-disciplinary unit |AUse Google Docs for A Di s cus s i|AFolders
AEmphasis on non-fiction descriptive, reactionary, research writing and A MCAS APortfolio
writing. A O perded response editing skills. AProjects Alnternet resources

AArgumentative (Persuasive
Literacy)

A Write in a

A Re s skils incliding
paraphrasing, note taking,
summarizing, and citation
skills.

Awriting poetry that includes:
Sonnet and Artist in
Residency Identity Project

MCAS prep
Poetry

v|AReports

A Journals

A Research

AShort Story

A Poetry
AJournal writing
ABlogging for reader
response.

ADeveloping wiki pages

15




Language/Word Study Strand

A Master eight
speech, verbals, and
sentence patterns
APunctuation (commas,
semicolons, colons,
apostrophes, quotation
marks, and end punctuation
AHomonyms

Aldentify and use a variety of
root words, prefixes and
suffixes

APhrases and clauses
Asentence types
(declarative, interrogative,
imperative, exclamatory)
AKinds of sentences (simple,
compound, complex,
compound-complex)

Almage Grammar

A Ongoing sp
grammar, and vocabulary
work including
homonyms, synonyms &
antonyms

A Vocabul ary
grammar, spelling, and
punctuation integrated
into curriculum

Almage Grammar mini-
units and Daily Oral
Language

A Ha-ondacab and

grammar activities (color
coding, grammar games)
Il ang

Dai ly
A Spelling

Awritten work
AQuizzes

ATests

AThe writing
process

ADaily Oral
Language journal

a

Almage Grammar
workbook and chart
AQuick Study
punctuation

Aword of the Week
AGoogle Docs
AlLaptops

Media/Presentation Strand

A &multi-media for
presentation
purposes

A d&tschnology for
research

A Develop
understanding of
plagiarism through
the use of technology
A Uanline tools
(Google Docs, My
Access, Easy Bib,
(word processing,
wiki pages, blogging
and data bases for
drafting, writing,
editing and research.

A Technol o
integrated cross-
curricula to support
literacy skills

A Ong

oin

AUse Easy Bib for

the writing process.

AcCreate
presentations.

AUse data bases and
internet for research

bibliography making.
AUse Google Doc for

AUse My Access for
writing and literature.

A Rubrics
A Sewdluition
APeer evaluation

ALaptops
ADate bases
AMy Access
AGoogle Docs
ACamcorder

A Computer |

ab
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MVMS Library Media Program

The library program serves the information and resource needs of the MVMS community. The
library teacher directs a continuous collection development process that focuses on curriculum
alignment to Massachusetts Frameworks and the diverse learning needs of students.

The library teacher helps improve the educational experience of students by serving as the
information specialist of the school. Library services and instruction are embedded in alll
curriculum areas and are based on national guidelines for information literacy.

Teaching and Learning:

Students are prepared to meet expectations for research assignments by the time they reach
ninth grade. The | ibrary programbés goal is to
Research Process skills introduced in grade 7 are reinforced in grade 8.

The library teacher collaborates with classroom teachers to provide direct instruction and
assessment in the various steps of the Research Process [ELA Standard 24] including:
1 Formulating the research topic
1 Using reputable and reliable sources
1 Reading and Understanding the Internet
0 Search Engines versus Directories
0 Structure of web pages
o0 Web site evaluation
1 Note taking strategies
9 Ethical Use of Information
o Citations
o Copyright

Reading and Literature:

The library program challenges students to read a wide variety of literature and to access the
tools that can assist them with selection, including the automated library catalog. The library
provides:

9 School-wide book clubs to discuss Summer Reading

1 Book Talks and other reading promotions

1 Reading Incentive Programs such as Battle of the Books

Information and Resource Access and Delivery:

Working in collaboration with the learning community, the library teacher makes resources,

facilities, and professional assistance available at the time of learning need. To this end, the

library provides

1 Open access to library facilities, including the main library, two small project rooms, a large

project room, a computer lab, and laptop computer carts.

Extended hours on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday until 4:00.

A Library website that enables remote access and at-home access to a range of resources,

the library catalog, and various subscription services such as video streaming.

1 Promotional materials that inform faculty, students, and parents of library services and new
developments in educational resources and technology

1 Professional development and leadership on areas relating to information access and use,
including technology.

il
il
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Grade Seven: Ancient Civilizations (Human origins to 500 C.E.)
Grade Eight: U.S. History (16057 1890)

The social studies department at Marblehead Veterans Middle School strives to teach students
the knowledge base of the social studies discipline and the learning skills students require to
access that knowledge. Helping students develop the critical thinking ability that 21* Century
individuals need to be successful is a major emphasis of the department. Most importantly,
students are stimulated to discover how humans and civilizations, both ancient and modern,
have evolved and what they have the capacity to become.

All students in the social studies program are held to high expectations. In achieving those
expectations students will:

1 Analyze events and issues relating to self, the nation and the world;

91 Apply social studies concepts including history, geography, economics and civics and
government in the study of the United States and the world,;

1 Develop understanding of and respect for difference of race, religion, gender, class, ethnicity
and culture;

1 Evaluate issues and events of the past and make connections to the world around them while
developing critical thinking skills and the ability to argue persuasively both orally and in written
assignments.

1 Become informed individuals who understand their rights and responsibilities as members of
local, national and global communities

Grade seven curriculum is aligned with the Massachusetts Department of Education
Frameworks focusing on the origins of human beings in Africa and the early civilizations that
flourished in the Mediterranean area. They study the religions, governments, trade, philosophies,
and art of these civilizations as well as the powerful ideas that arose in the ancient world and
profoundly shaped the course of world history. These ideas include monotheism, democracy, the
rule of law, individual worth, personal responsibility, the alphabetic principle for a writing system,
and scientific reasoning.

The grade eight curriculum allows students to explore the Untied States and the world through
research based inquiry into the pressing issues that we all face today. Students begin by
studying the origins of American democracy and the structure of American government.
Through this study students will address the fundamental question of; What is American identity?
Students will use this understanding of American to approach their second quarter study of
China and Tibet, and their third quarter study of Central Asia and the Middle East. During the
fourth quarter students will learn about the Holocaust through the powerful Facing History and
Ourselves curriculum. The emphasis of the year is to develop the skills students require to
access and critically understand information. Once students have developed these skills and
utilized them | developing understanding of content, they will be required to think creatively and
critically about effective ways of addressing the issues the world faces today.

Middle school students benefit from a variety of learning opportunities. Students can expect to
participate in hands-on experiences, role-playing of historical events, discussion and debate, and
traditional classroom experiences. Students will utilize and integrate technology as they develop
study skills, conduct research, and produce oral and written presentations and differentiated
projects. Such a range of activities promotes more active student involvement in understanding
the ancient and modern world.

Note: The grade seven MCAS will cover the world geography, history, economics, and civics
standards, concepts and skills of grades six and seven. The grade 10 MCAS will assess the two
years of U.S. History studied in grades eight and ten.

18



Grade

History

Geography

Economics

Civics & Government

World History:
Prehistory to 500 C.E.

World History

World History

World History

A Investigate A Analyze the nA Investigate th
A Expl ore pr eh| features influence the way and gathering in prehistory and development of city-states
origins, archeology people live
A Examine fund4gA Analyze pharao
A Trace the de|A ayazetheimportance of economic concepts e.g. dynastic rule in Egypt
River Valley Civilizations rivers in establishing division of labor, surplus,
(Mesopotamia & Egypt) civilizations goods vs. services, and class A Examine the e
stratification democracy in Greece and
A Investigate |A Investigate f connect to the U.S.
Civilization geography of Greece shaped A Eval uate t hyg
its commerce, ideas and trade on Greecebol A Trace the pol
A Exami ne Anci]| political development development of Rome from Republic to Empire
7 Civilization
A E x a mw geegraphy A Trace the eqA Explore the in
A Explore the influenced the military & changes of the Roman government & religion
in the lives of ancient people strategies used by the Empire
Romans A Examine how an
A Study the r ol affectchange
A Tr ace tahdeprand { and invention its impact on the
of monotheism development of civilizations
Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4
American History China and Tibet Central Asia Facing History and Qurselves
The Middle East and the (FHAQO)
AUnderstand the primary role | Alnterpret modern Chinese Research Paper
that the founding documents politics. AProvide an understanding of the
and law play in the American Alndependently research dangers of remaining silent,
Identity. AUnderstand contemporary particular aspects of an apathetic, and indifferent in the
Sino-American relations. assigned region. face of otherséo
AAnalyze and synthesize the
role that the individual plays A A meathe gulture and ADevelop effective oral
in sustaining the United religion of Tibet. presentation skills and power AAnalyze the use and abuse of
States democracy. point presentation skills. power, and the role and
A A n aahdysgnthesize the responsipilities of indiv_iduals,
8 ongoing China and Tibet organizations, an_d nations when
A D e vam lndepstanding conflict. A Determine ho) confrontedwith civi rights
of the Declaration of social, religious, political, and | Violations and/or policies of
Independence and the United economic factors contribute to | 9enocides.
States Constitution. the current regional conflicts.
A Pr awunderstanding of the
A Co mpfrone dtaet to historical conditions in Germany
in the 19206s an

finish, an independent
research paper with formal
structure, citations and style.

19




MATHEMATICS

The mathematics curriculum of the Marblehead Veterans Middle School is designed to prepare
students to be mathematically literate members of the 21% century. Students engage in problem
solving, communicating, reasoning, and connecting to everyday life as they learn about
mathematics.

CMP or Connected Math Project is used in both the seventh and eighth grades. Students solve
problems and in so doing they:

Conjecture

Test ideas

Discuss

Verbalize and generalize patterns and relationships
Discover and make connections to real life situations

T I > > D

The CMP curriculum consists of at least five units each year with each unit developing a major
concept or cluster of concepts. The CMP curriculum is supplemented with other materials and is
aligned with the Massachusetts State frameworks. The table on the next page gives an
overview of the curriculum at each grade level.

Each grade offers three levels (accelerated, standard, and supported) math classes using the
CMP curriculum. The math placement processlooks at t he student 6s
recommendation, a math placement test, and MCAS scores. Students are also evaluated
throughout the year. Studentdos | evels are
each school year. With rapidly developing students, the placement process remains fluid.

Math Tutorial Program:

Students are recommended for this course through their math teachers and MCAS scores.
Students attend this class in lieu of Wellness class. The program re-teaches skills necessary to
be a successful student in their regular daily CMP math class. Instruction in this class will
include games, competition, and group activities as well as traditional math instruction. The

grades

change

class wil. al so s uppo rreguldrimah clags and preparétse stwdentskfior i N t h e

MCAS.
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Number Sense &

Data Analysis, Statistics, and

Grade Operations/Patterns Geometry/Measurement o
. Probability
Relations and Algebra
Variables and Patterns: Stretching and Shrinking: Data Distribution
A Introducing Algebra: Variables, Asimilarity of figures looking at side
tables, graphs, and symbols as lengths, area, and congruent shapes.
representations
Comparing and Scaling: Looking for Pythagoras:
ARate APythagorean Theorem
ARatio ASlope
AProportion AArea
APercent Alrrational numbers
AProportional Reasoning
7 Filling and Wrapping:
A3-D measurements
Moving Straight Ahead: Kaleidoscopes, Hubcaps, and MCAS Prep
ALinear relationships expressed in Mirrors: A Problem Solving
words, tables, graphs, and equations ASymmetries of designs AOpen-ended Questions
ASystems of linear equations (these ASymmetry transformations AComputation Review
topics/units are covered in the
accelerated courses only.
Thinking with Mathematical
Models:
AFunctions
ARepresenting relationships
A Equation of a Line
Growing, Growing, Growing:
8 AExponential relationships expressed

in words, tables, graphs, and
equations

Frogs, Fleas, and Painted Cubes:
Muadratic relationships expressed in
words, tables, graphs, and equations

Say it with Symbols:
AEquivalent Expressions
AOrder of Operations
MSolutions of Linear equations
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SCIENCE

The science department of Marblehead Veterans Middle School is dedicated to helping each
student explore the wonders of the natural world around them. We believe that every child
should achieve success in a safe and supportive environment.

Our science curriculum is aligned with the Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering
Curriculum Framework. The supporting textbook series is Holt Science and Technology. The
program contains several short courses designed by topic, rather than one large textbook. Each
student is provided with hard copies of the textbooks as well as a username and password to
access both the books and additional support resources online.

The seventh grade science program covers the following units:
9 Caells, Heredity and Classification

1 Human Body Systems and Health

T Earthds Changing Surface

1 Weather and Climate

The eighth grade science program covers the following units:
I Introduction to Matter

9 Interactions of Matter

9 Inside the Restless Earth

1 Forces, Motion and Energy

Much of our learning takes place through hands-on exploration, basic skills of observing,
collecting and recording data, inferring, predicting and hypothesizing, classifying, comparing and
contrasting, measuring, analyzing, and communicating. In addition, integrated state-of-the-art
technology and online resources take students beyond the classroom walls. Students have the
opportunity to work both individually and in small groups.

The science curriculum is standards-based and has measurable core objectives for each unit.

Students are assessed formally and informally according to their level of mastery of the skills and
concepts needed to meet these objectives. Grades
material and their ability to apply that knowledge to new situations.

Upon successful completion of our science program at Marblehead Veterans Middle School, our

students will have met the requirements set forth by the State of Massachusetts and are well
prepared for a rigorous high school experience.
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Grade Life Science Physical Science Earth and Space Science
A Classification of Organisms A Mapping the Earth
A Structure and Function of Cells A Heat Transfer in E
i Systems
A Systems in Living Things .
i A Changes in Earthos
A Reproduction and Heredity Weathering, Erosion and Deposition
7 A Evolution and Biodiversity A E a r stHistdry and Geologic Changes
as Evidenced in Fossils and Surface
Features
A Properties of Matter A Earthés Structure
A Elements, Compounds, and A Heat Transferemsn E
Mixtures i
) A Earthoés History as
A Atomic Structure Movement of the Crustal Plates
A Motion of Objects
8 ]
A Forms of Energy
A Heat Energy
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FRENCH

Grades 7 and 8

Welcome to 7th grade French. In this class, students are introduced to basic grammar concepts,
new vocabulary and cultural aspects of the French-speaking world. Students learn to express
themselves and function in everyday situations with emphasis on comprehension and speaking

in class.

In the 7th grade we view several French films as part of the curriculum. Movies transport us to a
different place and time, and are a big part of French culture. Through such films as "Au Revoir
les Enfants" the students learn about history, French culture, and absorb the spoken language.

Building on the 7th grade curriculum, students are introduced to more advanced grammar
concepts (including the past tense), new vocabulary and cultural aspects of the French-speaking
world in the 8th grade. As part of the curriculum, the 8th grade takes a 5-day field trip to Quebec
in the spring. Therefore, we conduct an entire unit on Quebec, its history, culture, food and
language. To this end, more and more of the class is conducted in French to improve students'

oral communication and comprehension skills.

Key Goals Units/Topics FTrgTr]nee Activities Assessments Materials
Communication
Reading, writing, Vocabulary: Greetings, Each unit is A Oral exercise|lA Infor|lA Text:
speaking, and cardinal/ordinal numbers, about two A Paired oral w| assessments | Discovering
listening to the colors, time, calendar, weeks A Oral presenta|A Oral French
French language ages, weather, seasons, A Written home w| recitations A Ilnterne
nationalities, family A Project (e.g.|and A Other b
food/dining, activities, weather report in French; Menu assessments | materials
bedroom/possessions, in French; videotaped fashion A Proje
house, town, clothing, show in French) A Tests
shopping A Weekly journa|lA Journ
Grammar: A Web quests
Definite/indefinite A Special event
articles, Verbs (-er, -ir, (National French Week, etc.)
irregular), imperatives,
adjectives,
interrogatives, passé
composé with avoir and
étre, possessive/
demonstrative
adjectives, comparisons
Cultures
Demonstrating French in the world, Each unit is A Group jigsaw A Infor|]A Interne
understanding of Mardi Gras, Paris, aboutoneto | A Written work assessments | A St r eami
French culture, French castles, Bandes two weeks A Vocabul ary A oOral video
geography, and dessinées (comic strip), A Webquest and recitations A Other b
history Senegal, Quebec, A Maps and materials
history, culture, food, A Projects: Res| assessments |A Vi deos
vocabulary, people, French castle; Make A Proje
geography Senegalese batik; Mardi Gras A Tests

masks; Poster publicizing Paris
site; Drawing a comic

strip

A Presentations

A Journ
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http://us.imdb.com/Title?0092593
http://us.imdb.com/Title?0092593
http://us.imdb.com/Title?0092593
http://www.marblehead.com/staff/krussett/quebec.html

Comparisons

Comparisons A Activities | Aboutl Translation unit: A Trans|A Interne
throughout the week Students tr an| presentedin sites
curriculum and are English to French and back to atable

closely paired with

other Strands such as
Communications and
Cultures

A Translation

English using Internet
translators.

A Students
draw conclusions about
language--how do they
compare? Why does word-for-
word translation not always
work?

comp

Connections

Connections

Activities are woven
throughout the
curriculum and are
closely paired with
other Strands such as
Communication and
Cultures.

Communities

Community

Field trips, web quests,
5-day trip to Quebec,
Heifer International
project for Senegal

A Quebec trip (
historical sites, cultural activities
like music, dance, crafts,
games, etc., scavenger hunt,
communication with native
speakers
A Heifer Intern
raise money to buy livestock for
a poor family in Senegal
Field trips:
French pastry-making
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LATIN
Grades 7 and 8

Latin is a two-year sequence that is equivalent to a high school Latin | course. The goal of the
course is for students to develop the vocabulary and grammar skills needed to read age-
appropriate passages of both adapted and authentic Latin and to write sentences and short
passages in Latin. In addition, students will develop an understanding and appreciation for the
culture, history, and mythology of Rome and the Classical world.

Classes use the Ecce Romani textbook series, which takes a reading approach as it follows the
story of a Roman family journeying from its country villa to the city of Rome. Students begin with
basic vocabulary and conversation and then progress to learning the grammatical rules that
govern Latin sentences. Because Latin is no longer a spoken language, there is more focus on
translation and written composition than in a modern language class. There are, however,
numerous opportunities to use Latin orally in the classroom, including simple dialogs, songs,
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance in Latin, and asking permission to do various things (sharpen a
pencil, go to the fountain, etc.) in Latin. Class activities include curriculum-based games as well
as art and computer-based activities. Daily sententiae introduce students to Latin quotes,
phrases, and abbreviations that are commonly used in English as well as other short bits of
authentic Latin which are philosophically and/or grammatically interesting.

Highlights of our program include a Saturnalia festival in December, for which students wear
Roman costumes, prepare and eat Roman foods, and prepare skits or videos in Latin or based
on Roman and Greek mythology. In March, all students take the National Latin Exam and have
the opportunity to earn achievement certificates, ribbons, or medals for high scores.

Studying Latin offers many immediate and long-term benefits: It helps with learning vocabulary,
as about 60% of English words (and 80% of words over two syllables) have Latin roots.
Learning Latin has been linked to higher SAT scores because students are often able to deduce

the meanings of wunfamiliar words by analyzing

helps students better understand English grammar and teaches them to think in a disciplined,
organized way. A background in Latin is helpful for many careers, as Latin has provided the
technical vocabulary for medicine, law, science, and a number of other fields. Furthermore, Latin
gives students an excellent foundation for learning other languages in the future. Not only is it
the direct ancestor of the Romance languages (Spanish, French, Italian, Portuguese, and
Romanian), but it is also similar in structure to many other Indo-European languages (German,
Greek, Russian, etc.), making virtually any language easier to learn.

Upon successful completion of the 7th and 8th grade Latin program, most students will be
eligible to enter Latin Il at the high school level. More information about our foreign language

t

he

progr am, including |links to eauadontheasohgalisavgbsitec | as s 6
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Latin: Grades 7 and 8

Key Goals Units/Topics Ul Activities ASSIEEEINE Materials
Frame nts
Communication
A Read age | Vocabulary: Common Vocabulary, |A Cl ass disc/lA Homewd A Te x {Ebce ok
appropriate Latin vocabulary grammar, oral activities A Ongoi n Romani1A and 1B)
Latin passages and required for reading as reading and A Oral and class ALatin-English
texts well as topical units such | writing are translations assessments Dictionary
A Compose s asnumbers,animals, ongoing, A Group or p/A Transl|{A Computer and
and short paragraphs | nature, food, parts of the | cumulative assignments A Test s,| Internet resources
in Latin body, etc. skills that A -dlass curriculum- exam (quia.com and others)
A Use Lat i n Grammar/Syntax: continue based A Self/ pA Teacher and
the classroom. The 5 noun declensions, | throughout games assessments created
noun case and usage, the 7th and A &) written, and A I nf or n materials
sentence structure, verb 8th grade computer-based assessments A Vocabulary f
conjugations, the 6 verb sequence. grammar and of A Pictures as
tenses in the active Individual vocabulary drills oral use and vocabulary
voice, noun-adjective units last Conver sat i| participation learning
agreement, prepositions, | roughly 2 asking to do various
demonstratives, personal | weeks. things in Latin (sharpen
pronouns a pencil, go to lavatory,
etc.).
A Reciting P
Allegiance in Latin
(daily).
Cultures
Demonstrate A Major Gr eel Unitson A Class readlA Presenf A Books on Ron
understanding of Roman myths culture, discussion A 3 ideos history, and
Roman culture, Roman hi st| history, and A H a-ondativities A Hawond s | mythology
history, and Classical its mythological origins mythology (making/wearing togas, projects A Computer and
mythology up to the early Republic are preparing and eating (building internet resources
A The city of interwoven foods) a Roman A Teacher and
A Daily || if e| throughout A Creating a| house) student created
Rome (family, clothing, the 7th/8th skits or videos On g o-i n materials
dining, etc.) grade and A Art and coclass
Roman hous| lastroughly projects assessments
A Holidays (]| 1-2weeks A -dlass curriculum- A Tests,
Lemuria, etc.) each. based exam
games
Comparisons and Connections
Make connectionsto | A Sent ent i ae| Sententiae A Class disclA WrittdA Teaamher
Latin and the phrases, quotations, and A Finding L a| assignments student created
Classical world in and abbreviations that derivatives and quotations in A Sel f/ p materials
other disciplines apply to various are covered todayds wor || assessments A Books on Lat
disciplines) weekly A Art and Co|lA Pr oj ec phrases and quotations
Ro man nume| throughout projects A Tests,|]A Computer and
A Latin deri]| theyear. exam internet resources
English, common Latin
roots and affixes
Communities
Bring knowledge of A Participat|A The A Students c¢/A NationfA National Lat
Latin into the greater National Latin Exam National materials and games to Exam (American
community A Participat| Latin Exam review for (standardized) Classical League)
Saturnalia takes place the NLE Assess A Student and
presentations for parents | in Early A Al st ud e n| of projects teacher created
and community March. in March based on materials
A ContributelA Sat ur|A uBantsprepare skits, | rubrics (self, A Computers,
school 6s Lat]|isheldin videos, costumes, foods | peer, teacher) software
December. for
Saturnalia

A Students p
content and post to the

school 6s Lat
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